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ORIGINAL LETTERS AND DOCUMENTS. 

Letters of Henry Clay to William Plumer, Jr. 

Washington, 24th Jan. 1828. 
My dear Sir, 

I have received and perused with particular satisfaction your 
obliging letter of the 8th inst. I thank you most cordially for the interest 
you take in my affair. My late Address is doing much good, unless my 
correspondents are deceived as to its effects. 

Since its publication I have rec'd important additional evidence on sev- 
eral of the points which it states, and I shall be determined by future 
events as to the use to be made of it. 

That which your Journal and your memory enable you to supply is very 
striking. 

I have a general recollection of having conversed with you on the subject 
of the Presidential election, altho' I cannot, from my own memory, recall the 
particulars of the conversation, but the fact of your having recorded them 
in the summer of 1824, shortly after your return from Congress, places out 
of all doubt, and beyond the possibility of cavil, the genuineness of the 
conversation, and that fact communicates a high additional interest to the 
testimony, which the conversation bears. 

If you could feel at liberty to address a note to some reputable Editor 
of a Newspaper, communicating the two extracts from your Journal, re- 
specting our conversation, which you have transmitted to me, that voluntary 
& spontaneous exhibition of the proof would render it, I think, more impres- 
sive than if it were brought out in the first instance by me. I should be 
obliged if you could think it proper so to present it to the public ; but if 
you have the smallest doubt of the propriety of that cotirse, I beg of you 
not to adopt it. 

It is not I think material to state what your Journal records respecting 
Mr. Cook, although I believe it to be perfectly true. 

The Jackson party had almost gained Mr. Cook to their cause by erro- 
neously representing the delegations of certain Western States to be favor- 
able to the General, when they were decidedly hostile to his election. I 
thank you for the privilege which you kindly give to use the extracts which 
you have sent me. I will avail myself of it hereafter, if necessary. 

I congratulate you on the late decided improvement in the prospects of 
Mr. Adams' re-election. Everywhere there is a better tone, & greater confi- 
dence. I shall be much disappointed if the West do not give him a larger 
vote than both he & I together had in that quarter, at the last election. 

I seize with pleasure the opportunity to assure you of the friendly recol- 
lections which I retain of our intercourse during our mutual service in the 
public Councils. And I pray you to convey my friendly regards to your 
father, with whom also I had the honor to serve in Congress. 

I am truly your ob. servant, 

Wm. Plumer, Jr., Esq. " * H. Clay. 

Washington, 18th Feb. 1828. 
Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor of the 18th inst. with its enclosure, 
which I have deliberately examined & considered. No improvement of it 
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suggests itself to me, and I therefore return it without any proposed altera- 
tion, under the hope that you may have it published. 

Mr. Robertson, near Chillicothe in Ohio, has recently presented volunta- 
rily to the public his testimony of my avowed preference of Mr. Adams 
over Gen'l Jackson ; and I think its effect will be better than if it had been 
offered even by myself in the first instance. Of the several conversations 
between us, to which you testify, I have no recollection but that which oc- 
curred on the occasion of LaFayette's reception. Still I have not a doubt 
of the substantial correctness of your report of them. 

On the side of Mr. Adams, yours will be the first testimony offered in my 
exculpation ; and on that, as well as on other accounts, it will command 
particular attention. 

The late event at Albany is highly important in every aspect of it. Of 
Mr. Clinton it may be justly said that he has associated his name forever 
with the history of his Country ; and so much can be said of but few. 

I hope & believe that even his death (since that was inevitable) may 
conduce to the benefit of his couutry. 

My best respects to your father ; and I pray also your acceptance of my 
cordial assurances. 

Wit Plumek, Jr., Esq. II. Clay. 

"Washington, 7th April, 1828. 
Dear Sir, 

I received your obliging letter of the 26th ulto. with the news- 
paper containing the statement which you had previously apprised me of 
your intention to publish. I am greatly indebted to you for spontaneously 
presenting this valuable testimony to the public. It cannot fail to have 
good effect. You will have seen a contemporary evidence in the note of the 
Chief Justice of the U. States, which will associate very well with yours, in 
point of time. 

I have a mass of unpublished testimony which I consider highly import- 
ant. If I should publish it, I will send you a copy of it, in conformity with 
your request. 

The H. of R. is now on the Tariff. A gleam of hope has recently broken 
out that something useful may be yet done. Perhaps this day's proceed- 
ings in the House may be decisive of the fate of the measure there. 

I congratulate you on the result of the elections, including your own, in 
New Hampshire. It will have an encouraging influence out of the State. 

I have thought that our New England friends have not been sufficiently 
alive to the beneficial effect in other parts of the Union of favorable demon- 
strations among them. The system, on the other side, is one of manoeuvres 
& demonstrations, & I regret to believe in the necessity of counteracting it, 
by a like system on our part. 

I thank you for your kind offer of service, of which I shall not hesitate 
to avail myself if necessary. 

Be pleased to remember me kindly to your father, and believe me 

Truly your friend, 

"Wsi. Plumer, Jr., Esq. * * H. Clay. 

Washington, 23 Feb. 1829. 
My dear Sir, 

Your favor of the 26th July last was received by me in Ken- 
tucky, amidst popular movements which left me no leisure, and which, I 
believe, prevented my acknowledgment of it. I received at the same time, 
and perused with much satisfaction, the address which accompanied it. I 
had also received the newspaper containing your answer to an attempt to 
prove by your declarations the corruption imputed to Mr. Adams & me. 
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For all these instances of kind attention I pray your acceptance of my sincere 
thanks. 

Since the date of your letter events have gone very adversely to our 
hopes, and to the cause of human freedom. 

Speculation upon their sources is useless, except in so far as it may en- 
lighten the future. I have been unable to view the election of Gen'l Jack- 
son, under any aspect whatever, without awful apprehensions. Still, we 
have yet our liberty, and it should be our aim, by the exertion of all our 
energies, to preserve it, and to destroy the pernicious influence of the ex- 
ample which a majority of our Countrymen have passionately and thought- 
lessly established. For myself I desire life no longer than I possess liberty. 

We are beginning already here to witness some of the consequences of 
this fatal election in the motley host of greedy expectants by whom the 
Gen'l is environed — in the vulgar, audacious and proscribing tone of the 
official paper of the new administration ; and in the composition of the new 
Cabinet, which may be considered as almost officially announced — Van 
Buren, Ingham, Eaton, and Branch the four Secretaries, in the order in 
which the Departments are usually ranked. 

I do not think that the present state of things can last long. Our friends, 
as far as I can learn, are firm in their resolutions & steadfast in their prin- 
ciples. If they remain so, a change must be effected. 

Much depends on New England. And we are accordingly looking with 
deep interest to the approaching Election in your State, which is considered 
as the most doubtful of that Section. 

I shall return to my farm in Kentucky shortly after the 4th of March. 

I reserve for tranquil consideration there the question whether I shall 
offer for a seat in the House of Representatives. 

I pray you to communicate my best regards to your venerable Father and 
to be assured that they are constantly entertained for yourself by 

Your faithful obt. servant, 

Wm. Plumer, Jr., Esq. H. Clay. 

[Extracts from the Journal of Wm. Plumer, Jr., referred to in the 
preceding letters.] 

1822. 
He (Mr. Adams) said that an elaborate system had long been in full ope- 
ration having for its sole object to degrade & villify him, & by every artifice 
to divert the public attention from him to other men — that he had done 
nothing in his own defence against this combination of his rivals & enemies, 
but trusted wholly to his public acts for the explanation of his views & 
character, that he preferred going at once into private life to making any 
bargain, or coming under any obligation to a single individual, even though 
he were certain that that individual could make him President of the United 
States — that he must come into office free and untrammeled, or not at all, 
that he had given pledges to no party, or set of men. 

1824 

In a conversation which I had with Mr. Adams last week he informed me 
that he lately received a letter from a leading politician in South Carolina, 
who stated that the people in that quarter were about to form an Electoral 
ticket of persons friendly to his election, but they wished first to be informed 
what his opinions were on the subject of the Tariff; that they hoped he was 
against it altogether, but would be satisfied if he declared himself friendly 
to a revision with a view to revenue alone. 

He said he thought himself called upon in honor to give them an explicit 
answer to this inquiry, that he accordingly told his correspondent that he 
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was in favor of the revision not upon the principle of revenue merely, but 
with a view to the encouragement of American manufactures — that such 
encouragement was required by the state of the country, & should be ex- 
tended as far as was consistent with the due encouragement and protection 
of the other two great interests of the community, agriculture & commerce. 

This explicit declaration in favor of a certain degree of protection to 
manufactures will operate against Mr. Adams in the South where a very 
strong feeling exists on this subject. 

It is another proof of the manly & independent spirit by which he is so 
uniformly governed. 

The President (Munroe) this year justly acquired much reputation both 
at home & abroad by that part of his message which related to the foreign 
concerns of the country. It was conceived & expressed in a higher tone & 
bolder language than any of his former messages. I have strong reason to 
believe that this part of the message bears the direct impress of Mr. Adams' 
genius. The ground assumed, & the doctrines inculcated are certainly his, 
&, if he did not write that part of the message (as the minister writes the 
King's speeches in England), I have little doubt he submitted to the Presi- 
dent in writing his views of what the message ought to contain so far as his 
Department was concerned & that the President, in preparing his message, 
followed very closely not only the views, but the language of the Secretary. 
Adams told me that the President had doubts about that part of it which 
related to the interference of the Holy Alliance with Spanish America — said 
he believed it had better be omitted, & asked him if he did not think so too? 

Adams replied — You have my sentiments on the subjeet already, & I see 
no reason to alter them. " Well," said the President, " it is written, & I 
will not change it now." This was a day or two only before Congress met. 

The Munroe doctrine, so much talked of since & now. 

In the long, frequent, & confidential conversations I had with him, Adams, 
principally on the subject of the Presidency, I had constant occasion to ad- 
mire the sagacity, the manly & honorable feeling, the public spirit & gener- 
ous ambition which he uniformly displayed. 

Wm. Plumer, Jr. 
1824. 

In the several conversations which I had with him on the Presidency, he 
seemed to avoid rather than seek any connection or league with the other 
candidates otherwise than in reply to their overtures. He told me more 
than once that he must rise or fall according to his own strength or weak- 
ness— & that those who came to him must come unbought or not come at all. 
As far as he may be said to have taken any step towards advancing himself 
it has uniformly been directed to the public, & not to individuals. — Journal. 

1825. 
The office of Secretary of State was at the same time offered to Mr. Clay. 
This was anticipated by every body as a matter of course. The Western 
States, nine in number, with a population of between two & three millions, 
have never had a President, Secretary of State, or other high commanding 
station in the Government. Campbell of Tenn. was indeed for a short time 
Sec. of the Treasury ; but he was a man of no weight or influence, and his 
appointment was no gratification to the Western States. Upon every prin- 
ciple therefore they were entitled to notice. When we add that five of these 
States, by voting for Mr. Adams, pledged themselves to support his admin- 
istration, & that this was the act of Mr. Clay's friends, it is hardly necessary 
to suppose, as his enemies are ready to do, any corrupt bargain or intrigue 
between Adams & Clay to account for the promotion under such circum- 
stances, of a man who had been already twice offered a seat in the Cabinet 
by former Presidents. 
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After a review of the situation <fc prospects of rival candidates, Mr. 
Plumer in his Journal goes on to say — He had therefore only to choose be- 
tween Adams & Jackson. With respect to Jackson, Clay could not but feel 
himself degraded by serving under a man whose qualifications for the office 
were so much inferior to his own. Their characters, views, & interests made 
it impossible for them to act in harmony together. 

Of all men in the Nation, Jackson was the one who had done Clay the 
most essential injury by depriving him of what he had always considered 
certain, the undivided support of the Western States. They were not per- 
sonal enemies merely, but from local circumstances so situated that the 
success of the one must be the overthrow of the. other. Jackson had been 
started in the race, less with an expectation of his being elected than with 
an intention, openly avowed by many of his friends, of defeating at all 
events, Clay's election. This was effected, & it was asking a little too much 
to require him now to step in & complete the triumph of the man to whom 
his own defeat was mainly to be imputed. When to these personal consider- 
ations, always powerful with the best of men, was added the comparative 
merits of the two candidates, as they must have appeared to the mind of a 
statesman like Clay, there was really no ground to believe that he would 
give his support to this fortunate, but incompetent rival. 

After Clay found that he could not stand any chance to be Pres. himself, 
he could have no hesitation as to whom to choose — Adams the statesman, 
or Jackson the mere military chieftain. 



[From the Perm Papers.] 

James Tilghman's Letters to Me. Wilmot. 
D r Sir, 

The affairs of America are now in such a Situation, and seem to be big 
■with such important Consequences, that I cannot avoid troubling you with 
a few Thoughts upon a subject of the highest Concern. My Liberty, my 
Fortune, and perhaps my Life, may be involved in the matters now in Agi- 
tation on this and your Side the Water. 

I wrote you heretofore, that the Cause of Boston was taken up as the 
Cause of All America. It has brought on a Meeting of Deputies from 
South Carolina to New Hampshire, inclusive, and the Congress hath been 
Sitting at this place for about a month. They profess to Aim at a Security 
of their Liberties, and in that way to restore the wished for harmony be- 
tween the Mother Country and the Colonies. And I hope they are in Gen- 
eral Sincere. Their Deliberations do not perspire but in a small degree. 
One of my Brothers, the Speaker of the Maryland Assembly, is of this 
Congress, and Lodges with me, and yet I know nothing of what's going. 
He can neither Divulge, nor I enquire, consistent with the principles of 
honour. You'll give me Liberty in this private way to say, he is a Man of 
Steadiness and Moderation and of the Strictest virtue. He is utterly averse 
from all violent measures, and of opinion that all things will be brought to 
Eights, if the people can be kept quiet. And yet I can find that he is not 
without apprehensions of Consequences fatal to the repose of both the 
Mother Country and the Colonies, shou'd the Parlaiment or the Ministry 
which is the same thing, persist in their present System. The Congress 
have already published a Request to the Merchants, to import no more 
British or indeed European Goods. And I believe it is resolved on, that no 
Importation shall be allowed, but of Goods shipped on or before the first of 
November. And I am told that a Non-exportation of Lumber to the West 
Indies immediately and of every thing else to Great Britain to take place 
at a future Day, is in Contemplation. ». 
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I am firmly persuaded that the people of Massachusetts Bay, New Hamp- 
shire, and Connecticut are ripe for Action. Because upon reports of Vio- 
lences at Boston, propagated probably by one Side or the other to feel 
pulse3, great Bodies of Armed Men have immediately been in motion. And 
it is beyond a Doubt, that the people to the Eastward have a high Opinion 
of their own powers. Indeed such a Notion seems to prevail in most parts 
of the Continent. General Gage is fortifying the only pass to the Town of 
Boston, and it is a matter of some doubt, whether the General or the Town 
is beseiged. The New Constitution of the Massachusetts Colony cannot 
take place, as there can neither be Jurymen nor Officers found to carry the 
Plan into Execution. Such is the Aversion to Innovation tho' for the better. 
The Truth is, that tho' this were allowed for the better, another may be 
made for the worse. 

There certainly never was a National Concern of such magnitude upon 
the hands of any British ministry, as the present. And if they can extricate 
themselves, they will evince their Dexterity to all the World. I mean if 
they can Extricate themselves and yet maintain their system, for it will be 
easy for them to effect it by just and rational Measures. 1 fear they will 
ruin everything by an unreasonable Expedient Stretch of power. The 
people of America only want to be freed from the apprehensions of being 
Taxed by those who do not represent them ; which they say is against rea- 
son and the Spirit of the British Constitution. Is it not so ? They say 
that the Regulation of their Trade, the restraints of their Commerce, the 
appointment of their Governors in most instances, the negative upon their 
Laws, and the Final Decision of all matters of property by the King & 
Council, constitute a Sufficient Subordination. And that in matters of Aid 
they should not be found Ungrateful or backward if they were Allowed to 
give their assistance in their own way and according to their abilities, of 
which none but themselves can be Competent Judges. 

It is my Opinion that nothing but a Repeal of what are called the Reve- 
nue Acts, or some of them, and the Boston Bills, will satisfy the people and 
bring them back to a good temper. And if the Ministry shou'd persist in 
their Resolution to force the Boston Bills I am not in the least doubt but 
they will be opposed, and that the Flame will be catched throughout Ame- 
rica. And I really think the moderate people have even now enough to do 
to keep things from Extremities. Thus much I Collect from a variety of 
Intelligence, in which I cannot be much Deceived. America is very popu- 
lous, and a large proportion of the people are famished with fire Arms, and 
if a blow should be struck on either side, I don't know when the matter 
wou'd end. 

I am not sufficiently versed in Mercantile Subjects, to Judge of the 
Effects of a Total Stoppage of all Commercial Intercourse, or which Side 
will be most distressed. But I can plainly see that it must be very prejudi- 
cial if not pernicious to both. And why cannot the Ministry retract since 
they find their plans so very offensive that they will not Go down. Is it not 
frequently so at home ? Was it not the Case of the Jew Act and the Cyder 
Act ? And why must every thing be risqued for the Sake of a trifling 
Revenue, chiefly spent in the Support of Officers, and very little of which 
goes into the Exchequer or Accrues to the Benefit of the Nation ? Ad- 
ministration finds by this time, they were Strangers to American Affairs; 
and why are they ashamed to take the Honour of Acknowledging their 
Error? 

I am no Politician, but my plan shou'd be, to do away the present Causes 
of Discontent and to give a Continental Assembly to transact the General 
Affairs of America or at least of the Continent. This won'd make a Con- 
stitutional Union, better in my Opinion than these kind of Occasional Ones, 
which however offensive they may be at home, cannot be prevented. I have 
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at present done with this Important disagreeable Subject and sincerely 
wishing for better prospects 

I am 
Philad" Oct r 2 a 1774 with great regard 

Henry Wilmot, Esq' ymost obed' & 

most humble serv' 

James Tilghman. 

P. S. — I have kept my Letter by me till now in Expectation that I might 
have something material to Inform you, of the Deliberations of the Con- 
gress. But there is no Intelligence to be Depended on. I can collect that 
there is a moderate and an intemperate party among them, but which is like 
to prevail does not transpire. My Brother (as I collect from General Con- 
versation) seems exceedingly tired of the business, and I believe upon the 
whole, he thinks there is too much heat amongst them. His plan is to keep 
off all violent proceedings and to make a firm and respectful Remonstrance, 
containing the Reasons for Non-importation and other modes of opposition. 
He is a firm Stickler for the Liberties of America under a proper Subordi- 
nation to and Connection with the Mother Country. 

Surely the Ministry will have more prudence and humanity than to drive 
this Glorious Country which may be turned to the perpetual Support of 
England, to Extremities destructive of the Interests of both. In a few 
words, the people of America in general have a Sense of Liberty. They 
understand the Subject well. They cannot think of being taxed at the will 
of any Man or Sett of Men they have no hand in Choosing, which They 
Esteem the Badge of Slavery, and to which I am persuaded they never can 
be brought to Submit. At the same time, they will most Cheerfully acqui- 
esce in a proper Subordination to the Mother Country, such as consists with 
the Principles of Liberty. And it is a great pity, if in a matter of such 
Vast Concern, the Ministry shou'd not turn their thoughts rather upon Con- 
ciliating measures than upon resenting the indiscretions of a part of the 
people and of forcing Laws Subversive of Antient Establishments, inade- 
quate to the Occasion of making them, and altogether inconsistent with the 
principles of Freedom in the Essential point of Taxation. 

Sir, 

I am just now favored with your Letter of the 27th of Aug st in Answer 
to mine of the 22d of June, part of which you say you communicated to 
Lord Dartmouth, which I make myself assured you would not have done 
but from an Absolute certainty that no use would be made of it Injurious 
to me. I hope his Lordship will consider my Letter as the private Sentiments 
of a Man who has little more to Do with the disagreeable Situation of the 
Colonies with respect to the Mother Country, than to Lament the melan- 
choly prospect which that Situation affords. For the times make it almost 
unsafe even to think with moderation. I wish I could flatter you with the 
hope that the Resolutions of Congress would give Room for the retreat you 
mention to the ministry. Their proceedings are now made public and you 
will soon have them over the Water. Let them Speak for themselves. I 
shall not Comment upon them. If they shou'd be thought to exceed the 
Line of Moderation or Respect, I hope They will be considered at home, as 
the Doings of Men heated with a Sense of Oppression and the apprehensions 
of Designs upon their Liberties. Perhaps their prejudices may give false 
nnpearances to things and malevolent Designs may be attributed to 
Measures which were not intended to have harmful Effects. I hope and wish 
that every Expedient may be tried to preserve our Connexion with the 
Mother Country, and that it may bo considered that England by making 
AVar upon us, in Some Sort will be making War upon itself. We have a 
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great many rash & imprudent People, but there are Many also really 
Sollieitous for Peace and Quietness upon any reasonable Terms. 

The things particularly Alarming and offensive are the Tea Duty, which 
seems to be kept in purely an Exercise of that unlimited power Claimed 
over the Colonies ; the Board of Commissioners, and what I may call the 
additional Courts of Admiralty, which I am persuaded are of no real Benefit 
to the Nation. Their places may perhaps Assist in Diffusing a Parliamen- 
tary Influence, but I do not see what other purposes they Serve. The 
Customs can be as well Collected without the Board. The Provincial 
Courts of Admiralty are under the Direction of Gentlemen of Ability and 
Probity and who I am Satisfied do Justice to the Crown ; and if they should 
mistake or Designedly misjudge, the Crown is Secured by an Appeal. 

If Matters cou'd once be put on the Footing of a compromise, no doubt 
both Sides would depart from the height of their pretensions, as is visual 
almost in every kind of Negociation. But how is a Compromise to be brought 
about? The pride of the Ministry will be too much piqued to make Con- 
cessions, and the Americans under a Strong Sense of Oppression and their own 
consequence, I fear will not be apt to make Advance. In short it seems to 
me as if the Ministry had gone Almost too far to look back. Under the 
Influence of Resentment neither Side will keep to the Eight Line. There 
wou'd be a better chance of an Accommodation by a New Parliament & 
Ministry. The People here have a Degree of Resentment (perhaps an un- 
reasonable one) against the present Ministry, and might not Acquiesce in 
what They might think reasonable Terms proposed by those of whom They 
have a better Opinion. Lord Chatham might do more in that matter than 
any Man Living. He is looked upon as our Deliverer from the Stamp Act, 
and is held in a Degree of Esteem next to Veneration throughout the Con- 
tinent. It is not to be Supposed he would propose or Consent to Terms 
injurious to the true interest of his Country, and his Character would give 
vast weight to his Measures. But I have Done. When I consider the 
Magnitude & Extent of the Subject, and my own Insufficiency, I am lost & 
ashamed almost that I shou'd presume to give my Sentiments, 

I am 
Philadelphia, Octob' 29th, 1774. - Your most hble & 

Henry Wilmot, Esq. most obedt. servant, 

James Tilghhan. 



[ Contributed by D. McNeely Stauffer.] 

Charles Gookin, Governor of Pennsylvania, to the Rev. Nathaniel 

Gookin. 

Phila dia 9 te 28"> 1709. 
Deare S r 

When I assure y° y e Ace' y u gave me of that * * * * of Our ffamilly, 
settled in America was extreamly satisfactory, I must confess no Common 
excuse will serve, for not answering y rs sooner, I shall only say that when I 
received it 1 was obliged to hasten to New-Castle 40 miles from here to 
meet y" Assembly of y e three Lower Counties, as they are called, and have 
been not a little p.plexed between that and this of y c Province, y e former 
and I parted good friends, and they have given me two hundred pounds, a 
greater sum to them than two thousand would be to y e other, these are 
Governed by three p'sons professed Enimies to y e Propriet r so no good to 
be expected from them. The Secretary of y e Province is going for Eng- 
land to lay y e Condition of this Country before y" Proprief and tis beleived 
he will be p'suaded to give up y e Goverm' to y e Crown, he was well inclined 
when I left him, if he makes Conditions for me (as he promised) that I 
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should be y e Queen's Gov r it may be worth to me 7 or 800 p r Annum, but 
as it is, it's not worth four, however I am Contented since 1 have an Oper- 
tunity of improving that little I brought with me, and y e people and I agree 
very well. 

The Spring T suppose will be a time of some leasure with me, I mean from 
y e begining of March to y e last of Aprill I purpose, God willing to pass 
some part of that time w" 1 y u and others our Relations, at Boston, if y r and 
their business will allow them to be there. Pray give them my most hearty 
and beleive I am with great Sincerity 

D e S r 
Y r most Affec ,e kinsman 
To and humble Serv' 

The Rever" M r Cha: Gookin. 

Nathan" Gookin att 

New-Castle, New Hampshire 
To be left w ,h M r Blount In 
Boston. 

Goveenor John Blackwell op Pennsylvania to "William Penn. 

Most Hon* S r 

I wrote unto you at large the 30 th of the 3 d mo: inclosing therein the 
Journall of Proceedings in Councill to the 23 d of the same mo: we have had 
no Councills for the reasons therein suggested, but been in dayly Expecta- 
tion of hearing from you ; which to this day we are disappoynted of, further 
than by an advertisein' given us by James Thomas, that Bonds vessell (wch 
he sayes would be ready in a few days after him to sett sayle and brings M r 
Blackfan your Receiver.) will answer our Expectations therein, God Grant ! 
In my last I made some mention of severall Examinations taken by the 
Justices here about a Ryott committed in the Rescuing of John "White. 
They were not then finished, and I was willing to attend the issues thereof 
in your County Court, before I troubled you with them. They are now 
perfected as they were deliver d in to the Grand Jury, who found all the 3 
bills Ignoramus, such is the virtue of the attestations that passed here, for 
Oaths ; Especially when the partyes concerned or any of them are Friends. 
Not that David is one, but he's related to Thomas, who thrusts his Oare 
into Every boat; and will condecend to be a Solicitor in any faction rather 
than give out. Such truly is your Constitution & the Executor of it, that 
no charge must be Exhibited against such a One, but in a Consistory; from 
which I pray God deliver you : for, they threaten you. The papers S r I 
have here inclosed for your satisfaction touching these Rioters, & doubt not 
but you'l thereby find they are such, though the Jury returned the Bills 
Ignoramus. I now only wayt for the hour of my deliverance for, 1 see ti's 
impossible to serve you in this place, and under your Condesentions to this 
people. I was in hopes to have had better successe in the affayr of your 
Revenue, but ti's a noli me tangere in the hand that manages it. I hope 
you'l send instructions by Mr. Blackfan, who if qualified with suitable life & 
principles to act as a Servant ought to do in such an imploym' as he is de- 
signed unto, he shall not want my assistance. S r I am very ill dealt with 
by those that are at present impower" 5 in that affayre : ffor after having bor- 
rowed one hundred pounds, & spent that & more for my preparations & 
journey hither, I am put to sell the goods I brought, for bread : For since 
Griffith Jones, who intertayned me (on trust) for about 4 months, is removed 
with his family to his plantation, I have been left his housekeeper, and to 
make my owne dayly provisions ; which are very Costly in this place. I 
could live better at halfe the charge in London ; I know this will be more 
grievous to you, than 'tis to me, th5 I can not be insensible too of my hard 
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Lott, in tins Strange Land. I shall not repeat my former Advertisem' 8 . 
1 have not been wanting to send you large acco ,s of all my actions in Coun- 
cill & Sentim", together with the Couuterworkings of the Adversary. A 
serpent of y r owne Cherishing; but must tell you, It has been your great 
unhappinesse to be overtaken w lh mere glosing pretences of friendship, into 
an im-measurable credulity; Pardon the expression; aud my playnesse of 
Speech, which aynies at uothiug but your service ; and my owne discharge 
unto the meanest condition of a freeman, that an Englishman and a good 
Christian may reasonably be Kxposed unto by his fellow-Creatures, which 
will be more Eligible than I to governe a people who have not the principles 
of govern]' amongst them, nor will be informed. Besides S r the Climate is 
over-hott for my Constitution & Age ; and the hosts of musqueetos are 
worse than of armed men. yet the men without Amies worse than they. I 
must notwithstanding abide by all for the Remaynder of this Summer, but 
I hope by the first travelling Season, you 1 Come & dismisse me. and thereby 
put an end to the perplexityes whereby I am overburthened by your friends, 
my professed enemyes. without cause. 
I remayne, never the less 
S r 
Philad* the 24 th June Your very muck obliged humble Serv' 

1689. John Blackwell — 

S r 

Finding Thos: Lloyd amongst other his officious intermedlings has busyed 
himselfe in advertising by writing and scattering his Advertisem' 3 upon the 
Declaration past in Councill the 23 ra of last month for the peoples Satisfac- 
tion till we heare from you. I spent some of my spare minutes to remark 
thereupon for my owne information, A coppy whereof I presume to trouble 
you with all : hoping you'l observe some thing therein not unreasonable 

Address. 

"For the Hon Me William Penn" 
Lord Proprietor & Cheif Governor 
of the Province of Pennsilvania 
aud Counties auuexed, In America 
at Whitehall 
These — 
Endorsed hy Wm. Penn. 

" Pennsilvania" 
Cp. Blackwall. 
24— 4"'» '89. 
21. 2. 13. 



Edward Penington to Thomas Wharton, Jr., President op the 
Executive Council of Pennsylvania. 

[The following interesting letter is not given in Gilpin's Exiles in 
Virginia. The circumstances which called it forth will be found narrated 
in the second part of the Memoir of Thomas Wharton, Jr., by Anne II. 
Wharton. Pa. Mag., Vol. IV. p. 91.— Ed. of Mag.] 

Hopewell, Virginia, March 25, 1778. 
I could not have supposed that thou would have refused answering my 
letter, mearly on account of its wanting a little form. That this may not 
be neglected for the same reason ; I now address thee under the Title 
of (being only Intended as matter of form) 
Friend Wharton.— 
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Thee may remember that in the winter of 177G, I and my son Isaac were 
dragged before the President and Council of Safety, upon no other authority 
than the Will and Pleasure of a Drunken Sergeant and His Guard. On my 
return Home I was very much affected with the thought That a Person 
with whom I was formerly agreeably connected, should be in a Situation, 
the most degrading of any I could conceive — It being evident Thou wast 
under the Influence of this Military Guard. The next day I wrote thee a 
letter on the Occasion — whatever then Influenced thee, not to return an 
answer, I dare say thou art now convinced, it would have been right to 
have done it. Hadst thou thought it worth while to have heard what I 
could have said on the occasion ; It is probable I might have been useful to 
thee. 

With regard to our case, who have been Condemned and Banished with- 
out Tryal, Those in Authority have either not Judg a at all, leaving it to 
Congress to Judge for them ; or they have Judg" 1 most unrighteously. 

Notwithstanding the account thee gives of thy time being taken up with 
thy Father Fishbourne & Co, Thou signed orders for our Eemoval under 
Escort of two of the Troop, dated Sept 10 th and orders to Col. Morgan of 
the same date, to look out for a proper person to Convey us from Heading 
to Staunton. Also a letter to John Hancock respecting an Application 
made to Council, for our Detention at Winchester, dated 12"> Sept. 

From the above-mentioned Authentic papers, it is Evident thou hast been 
our Enemy, and well might I say in my former letter, that (with regard to 
any thing Friendly) "I am at a Loss in what manner to address thee." 

But to take thee on the Ground of Inactivity, on which thou pretended 
to Stand, but on which thou in reality did not, what would it amount to ? 
but that thou would not commit the Evil thyself, but keep out of the way 
& let others do it : A base Desertion of the Cause of the Inn< cent & Op- 
pressed. But I have already Shown thy Crime is of a deeper die, Thou 
signed orders for our Removal under Escort of two of the Troop. Now 
what Evidence hadst thou against us, whereby thou couldst Justify thyself 
in Signing this Decree. Did the General charge of the Congress, published 
in all the newspapers against the People called Q.uakers, Convince thee of 
our Guilt. A most senseless performance, and which we could have fully 
answered in a Short time, had we been allowed our undoubted right, of being 
heard in our Own Defence — And now I put it to thy Conscience — What 
could Induce thee to consent to our being Banished for Life ? Thou couldst 
not believe we had been Guilty of any Crime, that Could deserve such Pun- 
ishment. To complete this Scene of Iniquity, orders were Issued from the 
War Office, to our Conductors, not to Suffer us to distribute our remon- 
strances. — at the same time those charges against us, Published by order of 
Congress; were dispersed about with the greatest Assiduity. — a memorable 
Instance of Injustice. 

A few words more and I have done. Before thou signed this unjust 
decree, did it not occur to thee That thou wast well acquainted with a great 
number of us, and that thou knew us to be a Queit, Peaceable People That 
were by no means likely to be concerned in Plots, or in giving Intelligence 
to the Enemy. But if any such thoughts took place in thy mind, It is Evi- 
dent they were not long Cherished Therein. 

Thou signed the unjust, the Cruel Decree, without giving us an Oppor- 
tunity of being heard, on our own Defence. As it is impossible this Con- 
duct could proceed from the Love of Justice, so I think it is not possible 
thou canst Enjoy Peace, in thy own mind, until thou Sincerely repents, for 
the great Injury thou hast done us, and makes us all the Reperatiou in thy 
power. That thou mayst through the Assistance of Divine Providence, be 
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enabled to witness a Sincere repentance and Amendment of Life, is the 
disere of one, who when that event takes place may with propriety subscribe 
himself 

Thy real Friend 

Edw'd Penington. 
Addressed 

Thos. Wharton Jun r Esq— 

President of the Executive 
Council of 

Pennsylvania — 

( Contributed by G. D. Scull.) 

Thomas Willing to General Frederick Haldimand. 

Extract from a letter to General Frederick Haldimand from Thomas Wil- 
ling. Philadelphia, September 20th, 1774. 

* * * # ii ^jy brother James intends soon for the Mississippi, but 
will I dare say do himself the pleasure to see you before his departure. I 
wish the situation of Public affairs had permitted you to have visited us 
here this time. If you are to be delayed untill our distractions are settled, 
I fear from present appearances, it will be much too long; repeated injuries 
on the one side, and retorted Insults on the other, will probably keep alive 
the Coal which must consume the vitals of both countrys. I am no great 
Politician but as an American I both See and feel the chains which are 
prepared for me. I honor & glory in the reputation of the mother country 
and I love my own whose liberties and interest are most cruelly and un- 
justly attack'd. Some humiliation on their part and Some concessions on 
Ours seems to me the only proper and probable way, of settling the unhappy 
dispute ; they are contending for shadows, we for substantials, which I hope 
to God will never be risted from us, by the Iron hand of Power ; You'l 
excuse a friend, who having all at stake speaks in the sincerity of his heart 
and wishes well to both countries." ******* 



( Contributed by O. D. Scull.} 

Revolutionary Intelligence. 

(From the MS. collection, now in the Royal Institute of London, made by 
Maurice Morgan, Sec. to Sir Guy Carleton.) 

u . Whitehall— 12 th December 1777. 

bir 

Since the mail was dispatched, the inclosed Paper of Intelligence has been 
received from France and as it is thought to be of Importance and well- 
founded, I am directed by Lord George Germaine to send it to you; for 
which purpose I forward it by Express to Falmouth in hopes of overtaking 
the Packet. 

I am Sir, your most obed' humble serv' 
To Sir Wm Howe — Wm Knox. 

Intelligence 



As soon as it was known that General Howe would proceed to Philadel- 
phia, the chief supporters of the Rebellion withdrew and called in their 
Agents who had been emploj-ed in different Provinces, who are to remain in 
Philadelphia pretending to be excellent Friends to Government : they are 
to give Intelligence, as a Coup de Main is to be attempted in Philadelphia 
and New- York as soon as the Frost sets in, if Burgoyne's army Could be 
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beat back, which they had no doubt of accomplishing. Alas! it is worse 
than that. "Willing and Morris of Philadelphia who have been the Chief 
agents for establishing correspondencies and in the Dutch and French 

Islands have called to Philadelphia Sam Jnglis and Marshall from 

Virginia, who have been considerable buyers of Tobacco for the Congress 
under Willing and Morris : these with, several others are to remain in the 
City, the first at Philadelphian, the last a Scotchman. The pay given those 
People is high beyond Conception. I here find they have a number of 
Americans, Knglish, Scotch and Irish, as well as two or three Foreigners : 
my friend says they dont mind destroying the two Cities, but would be glad 
to burn them. 



NOTES AKD QUERIES. 
Notes. 

Dorothea Scott, otherwise Gotherson and Hogben. — Under this title 
Mr. G-. D. Scull, of Oxford, England, has published an interesting brochure 
containing a number of original documents relating to the subject of the 
sketch, gathered from the Pepys Manuscripts. Dorothea Scott, an early 
Quaker preacher, and her husband, Major Gotherson, fell into the hands of 
one John Scott, a designing rascal, who palmed himself off as a member of 
the same family as Mrs. Gotherson, and sold the Major a tract of land on 
Long Island to which he had no title. This all happened in the latter half 
of the seventeenth century, and besides being an episode in which the name 
of Pepys became entangled, it possesses interest, especially to the American 
reader, as illustrating the condition of affairs here. In the papers it contains 
we find the name of " Colonell Morris, ye great Quaker at ye Barbadoes, 
now living at New York." A genealogical chart accompanies the pam- 
phlet. 

Jethro Wood, Inventor of the Modern Plow. By Frank Gilbert. 
Rhodes and McClure. Chicago, 1882. l'imo. 72 pp. There is no reason 
to doubt the claim made in this book as to whom the credit of inventing 
the modern plow is due. That a machine of such great utility should not 
have proved a source of profit to the man who conceived it is, to say the 
least, lamentable. The cast-iron plow cost its inventor not only years of 
work and thought, but a fortune was wrecked in perfecting and protecting 
it against infringements. Just as tedious litigations were ended, and Wood 
seemed about to reap the benefit of his genius, death ended his career. The 
patent expired soon afterwards, and his descendants were left but the frag- 
ment of a once large estate. The story is pathetically told, with the ardent 
intention of gaining for Jethro Wood all that can now be accorded to him : 
the fame of one who has contributed largely to the welfare of mankind. 

Historical "Sketches, Chiefly Relating to the Early Settlement of 
Friends at Falls, in Bucks County, Pa. By G. W. B. Phila., 1882. l6mo. 
152 pp. This volume will possess an interest to many outside of the Society 
of Friends. It is a contribution to our local historical literature that will 
be welcome to the descendants of many Bucks County settlers. It is from 
the press of John P. Murphy, 227 South Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 



